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MUST BOOKS 


January 8 
Nathan, Robert JENNIE Knopf 


* A hauntingly lovely book, very remote from today's storm and stress and 
very much "Robert Nathan", It is evanescent fantasy, which would evaporate under 

too close scrutiny, but Nathan has proved conclusively that he can handle gossamer 
and make it live. Fearlessly he has experimented with Time (Priestley's favorite 
problem today), and - through the medium of the love story of a painter and the child 
who grew to maturity in brief compass of actual time, he has given the reader a sense 
of Time being in the mind of the beholder, There is no attempt to make a fantasy of 
a parable, as in One More Spring. In a sense, the very unimportance of the episode 
in the world pattern is wrt of its subtle charm. $2.00 


February 1 ws om rek 


Nordhoff, Charles & Hall, James N. NO MOREGAS Little, Brown 


* This is not one of the long-lived books from the pens of the famous Bounty 
chroniclers, but it is excellent entertainment, in the vein of The Hurricane and The 
Dark River, The setting is that of The Dark River, and there is an immaterial over- 
lapping of characters - but a much more lively story, Call it a Tahitian Wickford 
Point or Sanger's. Circus - and you have it in a nutshell. It is the story of a huge, 
improvident, annoying and delightful family, in whose blood there flows that of a 
Yankee forebear, but in whose traits there is less than scant resemblance. Fortune 
is good to them, again and again, but always - through their heedlessness or their 
generosity or their cult of hospitality, the gifts of fortune are scattered to the 
winds. They make the biggest catch in history - and the net breaks. They load their 
boat down with tuna - and run out of gas so far from shore that the fish must be 
thrown away. They bet everything they have on a cock brought back from the mainland - 
and ---~~Read the story for yourself. It is a good one, And at the very last you'll 


find them just the same. $2. 50 


February 5 


Murry, .J. Middleton, Ed. THE SCRAPBOOK OF KATHERINE MANSFIELD Knopf 


* Here is the last collection of Katherine Mansfield's "literary remains” ~ 
treasure trove for her many admirers, and an essential item for those who have fol- 
lowed this finest artist since Henry James (in the pure sense of the word). There 
are "finished and unfinished stories, quotations, odd observations, intimate con- 
fessions, unposted letters, stray sentences crammed up like some rich thievery” ~ all 
a reflection of the artist and the woman. They reveal her aesthetic beliefs as well 
as her critical, they show the way she worked, her ability to seize an impression 

and convey it; they trace the sharp conflict between the outer and inner world, grow- 
ing more acute as her illness progressed; they indicate her tortured relationship 
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with Murry, and her persistent faith in an ultimate reconciliation. There is a sen- 
sitivity and a purity to these fragments which defy others to equal them... The mar- 
ket? ~- All Katherine Mansfield enthusiasts; all who are seeking relief from the 

haphazard style of most modern writing. There is as much non-fiction as fiction, so 


don't consider this an arbitrary classification. A book not for quick turnover but ae 


for a long life. $2.50 


+f [= 


Edmonds, Walter D. CHAD HANNA Little, Brown 





* From razorback to ringmaster - in a grand circus story, set in the Erie 
Canal region of northern New York state, the district Edmonds knows better than any- 
one else writing today. Chad Hanna was only briefly a canal boy; he had the reputa- 
tion of being a waster and a drifter; but he had a hand with horses, and he could be 
trusted, up to a point. A brief interlude of aiding a black man escape slave hunters 
provided his introduction to the hick traveling circus, and once part of it, tke pull 
was too much for him, though he tried once to break away. It is a story of odd 
loyalties - of the struggle, even back in those days, for small business to compete 
with big business - of the incidents which provide entertainment, tragedy, or the 
turning point in a career. Good sawdust atmosphere, a period story of the mid-19th 
century - and an interesting contrast to the English traveling circus yarn reported 
in the last issue, Luke's Circus by Ruth Manning-Sanders (also Little, Brown-January 
17th publication). $2.75 


A DARK HORSE 


ye DAAAOSLAA 2 


~ 


Henriques, Robert NO ARMS, NO ARMOUR Farrar & Rinehart 


* This labors under a certain handicap-cum—impetus, — the All Nations Prize, 
which will make the critics look at it through a microscope; the selection as the 
January Literary Guild adds another fillip to sales interest, So - it is scarcely 

a dark horse in the sense that it comes to the line with some advance hurrah boys. 
But in its possibilities it remains a dark horse.... A semi-psychological, semi- 
metaphysical novel, a sort of adventure in self-discovery, perhaps overly explicit 

in its delineation of the undercurrents of man's inner world, but none the less a 
vigorous piece of work, though not a subtle one. It is very competent, but to our 
way of thinking, it lacks the divine spark. The setting is effectively handled - 

the British army, first at home, then in Africa, but it counts little in the actual 
plot of the story. The central character is u personable but unthinking young offic- 
er, who comes under the influence of two older men, ene representing the tolerant, 
genuine love of humanity, the other an embittered, sardonic approach to life. Through 
them, Tubby learns to question rather than to accept and eventually emerges as a 
human being rather than a figurehead. There is adventure ~_ and romance — and a much 
better than average story. Should prove popular with men, and with those who liked 
Frankau's The Royal Regiment, but thought it might have been better. The metaphys-— 
ical aspects slow the pace of the story a bit ~ but remember the success of the 
Bengal Lancer and go after that market too. $2.50 


PROBLEN-~PROBLEM - NAMES. AND FAME?? 


A new Taylor Caldwell - THE EAGLES GATHER (Scribnerj--'ware; a good renter in Perci- 
val Christopher Wren's THE MAN THE DEVIL DIDN'T WANT (Macrae Smith); a novel from 
Maurice Hindus, SONS AND FATHERS (Doubleday, Boran); a Rex Stout plus Nero Wolfe, 
OVER MY DEAD BODY {Farrar & Rinehart) and a tour de force from Agatha Christie, a 
honey, AND THEN THERE WERE NONE (Dodd, Mead). See below for reports. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
January 2 
Litsey, Edwin Carlile STONES FOR BREAD Caxton 
A spare desolate story of poor white trash in the Kentucky woods, - a couple, 


ignorant, shiftless, living on berries, on occasional catches of varmints, on the 
proceeds of a rare dollar made selling kindling, with their dog and their blind mule 

as companions, Jody is slowly dying; Martin, with an inarticulate sensitiveness and 
gentleness, turns to thievery to keep her alive. A ludicrous pair, but with a cer- 
tain dignity in their humbleness, in their philosophy. Little plot - little emphasis - 
a crudity of style in keeping with the content, a disturbing picture of forgotten men. 
Unsaleable — but too good to neglect. Perhaps it may prove a distant relative of 
Tobacco Road? $2.50 


Caldwell, Taylor THE EAGLES GATHER Scribner 


ae 


(This report repeated from bulletin of 10/15, page 460. Postponed from SS af 
November publication). Sequel to Dvnasty of Death, and dealing this time more with | m 
the fortunes and misfortunes of the somewhat decadent inheritors of the Bouchard and 
Barbour fortunes and rights in munitions, than with the sweep of the industry itself. 
The period is, I should say, two generations beyond the main body of Dynasty of 
Death. The families have continued to intermarry, and their integrity seems to have 
dissipated in conflict over power, show, wealth and personalities. Christopher, 
cold-blooded schemer is out to "get" the brother who holds the titular headship, and 
uses his brothers and even the little sister he pretended to adore, for his own ends. 
Into the picture come two members of the family, outsiders, none the less - one an 
idealist, the other more unscrupulous than all the rest and willing to show that it 
takes a thief to catch a thief. Between them, they upset the applecart. The char- 
acters are not so alive as in the earlier book. One feels that here is a book that 
is not the motivating force behind the necessity for the Washington investigations, 
but a book that aims to make use of the revelations, one way and another. Taylor 
Caldwell can tell a story; but the book leaves a bad taste in the mouth. I felt 
after finishing it, much as I did after seeing The Little Foxes on the stage. That 
has had an avid public; perhaps the book may find one too.” $2.50 


January 3 


Wren, Percival Christopher THE MAN THE DEVIL DIDN'T WANT Macrae Smith 


Triple confessional, in which three sides of a story dovetail into a whole. 
Twin brothers, both loving the same girl, and one of them tricking the others into 
acceptance of the fact of his blindness, when he is invalided home from service in 
the Foreign Legion. How the fake is discovered and the use that is made of it, makes 
a new twist for an old triangle. Smooth tale-telling for a trick way of telling the 
story, and readable enough of its kind. Rentals primarily. Note shift of author 


from Houghton, Mifflin to Macrae, Smith. $2.50 
January 5 / 
Cunningham, Louis Arthur THE SIGN OF THE BURNING SHIP Penn 


The world and a naval court had con- 
The love of the woman whose recognition he most dreaded proved stronger 


And eventually, the real facts back of the sea tragedy for which he pe 
Rentals primarily, $2.00 


The story of a man who came back. 
demned him. 
than his fears. 
was held responsitlecame to light and he was exonerated. 
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Edgerton, Lucile Selk IN WALKED ANNY Penn 


The path of true love never did run smooth - such is the text for this 
homely story of the German country girl who comes to the Middle West to continue a 
musical career, and manages to fall heir to a manufactured job on a newspaper during 
the period when she needs it. She has a rude awakening, when it comes to her "good 


provider" -— but this only serves to shift the focus of her attention, and after some 

bad moments, Anny and the paper and the owner of the paper patch things up. Can't 

say much for the style. $2.00 
February 2 

Hindus, Maurice SONS AND FATHERS Doubleday, Doran 


A story written by a man who has proved his understanding not only of the : 


Old Russia but the new, and his sympathy for both sides. His plot is built around 
the conflict that must have split many Russian families, while the old regime 
tottered, the Revolution gathered pace, the White Russians still had high hopes. 
There are two young people, in love through childhood and youth, one the daughter 
of an officer of the old army, loyal to the old regime, leader of the revolt against 
the Bolshevists, the other the son of a revolutionary father, responsible for the 
ruthlessness that has plunged the old school into despair, eventually responsible, 
indirectly, for the death of the girl and her father. The son tries to kill him - 
but cannot. The father lets him go, and the story ends on an unresolved note, as 
the boy turns to the only brothel for relief. Hindus’ name will give this book 
more readers than most Russian novels get today, but it isn't up to thelevel of his 


non-fiction writing. $2.50 eed | 


Inglis-Jones, Elisabeth PAY THY PLEASURE Doubleday, Doran 


One of those distasteful, intelligent stories of a leech and a sucker, the 
sort of thing Francis Iles would have done with more subtlety and more finess, 
handled a bit too heavily, with unpleasant stripping down of unfortunate little 
people. A rich woman, in middle age, tries to rebuild her life on a beautiful lone- 
ly estate in Wales. Her need for romantic fulfillment makes her an easy mark for 
lusty, crude Local Master of Hounds, who takes all she has to offer, and leaves her 
when he has broken her health and her fortune. Step by step, it leads to murder. 
Capably handled, but not quite good enough to ride over the unsavory aspects. $2.00 


= _— 
as Ow N' 
Walmsley, Leo LOVE IN THE SUN Doubleday, Doran. 


There's an infectious charm about this warm story of a Robinson-—Crusoe- 
year in a ruined fishing port of South Cornwall. A woman, while waiting for her 
divorce to go through, escapes civilization and importunate creditors, in a hide- 
away, with the man she loves. They start from scratch; renovate a tumbledown hut, 
start a garden, fish for their meals, and earn a bit of cash by collecting specimens 
for a marine laboratory. Meantime, he writes the book he has longed to write, and 
eventually it earns enough to clear their debts and to bring them security for the 
raising of the child she bears him. A quiet story, without much incident. Not much 
chance for sales, but a good many people will like it if it is called to their at- 
tention. $2.50 
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Wright, Richard NATIVE son Harper 


(Reported originally 8/1/39; postponed from 11/1/39 to 2/2/40). "Uncle Tom's 
Children was a collection of novelettes, this is a full length novel by perhaps the 
most promising of the young Negro novelists. He writes with violence, with passion, 7. 
with force. This new book is a powerful study of fear and hatred, of social forces A 
in America today which have instilled these elements into the Negro. A convincing * 
story of Bigger Thomas, a Chicago slum product, resentful, rebellious, ignorant, 
storing up fear and hatred that he must stifle daily. When he gets the job of 
chauffeur to some 'emancipated' capitalists, his antagonism breaks out. He kills, 
first by accident. Fear forces him to shift the blame. Another death is then nec- 
essary; he is caught and sentenced to death. A violent story, convincingly told. 

$2.50 \/ 


February 5 
Still, James RIVER OF EARTH Viking 


James Still's volume of verse, Hounds on the Mountain, was a lovely thing. 
This - his first novel - if it can be classed as such, reflects many of the qualities 
of his poetry, his ability to portray the primitive, destitute Kentucky mountaineers at, 
without sentimentalizing and without over-emphasis, by picturing the round of daily cm 
activities, by recording the crude, rich argot of the people. There is no tangible 
plot; it is a modulated still-life of a family, the everyday witnessed the eyes of a 
small boy. Part of it, as a short story, appeared and won first prize in the current 
Hansen collection. Under all is Still's awareness of humanity and beauty. Not a 
good novel, but a book with real beauty, which will appeal to a limited audience. 

$2. 50 


February 7 
Brand, Max THE SECRET OF DR. KILDARE Dodd, Mead 


M. G. M. has done some of the Kildare stories with resultant popular appro- 
bation. Brand this time has young Dr. Kildare take on a special case to force his 
beloved Gillespie to take a rest from the research job which is draining him. The 
case involves a fear neurosis in the daughter of a multimillionaire, and Kildaire 
uses unorthodox means to get to the bottom of it, and pulls her through. And in the 
process, Gillespie stages a comeback, and they go on with their research job. Brand 
has a slick hand for turning out these good popular tales. RP, 0 


February 10 VY 


Hancock, Lucy Agnes NORTH SIDE NURSE Macrae Smith 


Pap for those with little in the way of standard requirements for their 
novels. The story revolves around the reconditioning of Deborah, idealistic young 
public health nurse who is recuperating from the after effects of a fire in which 
she proved to be a heroine. The recuperation involves several young men, and the 
winner in the matrimonial stakes is a young widower with a sick child. Note shift 
of author from Penn list to Macrae Smith. $2.00 





/ 
Lambert, Rita HOMETOWN ANGEL / - Macrae Smith 


Behind the scenes in stage matters, in a story of a country girl who in- 
herits a fortune, comes to the big city, and is enveigled into putting her money 
into a play which will star her girl frtend. Boy friend to the rescue, and the star 
gets her vehicle, but the country girl gets the fiance. Whipped cream ~- for rentals. ae 


$2.00 / 






















December 1, 1939 Fictton - 550 - 
February 13 


Lee, C. P. THE UNWILLING JOURNEY Macmillan 


This has a nice quality - and is rather unusual in the way it is handled. 
A story of adolescence for adults, with the shift of focus convincingly done, so that 
the searchlight falls first on the adult, then on the adolescent point of view, until 
the two fuse with the youth's discovery that not only youth has its problems and its 
secrets. The story revolves around the growing pains of a lad, his early years spent 
on an Arkansas farm, until his ambitious mother determines that he shall have the ad- 
vantages a town schooling will offer, and moves to Pine Bluffs. Then comes the de- 
pression and a job instead of college; finally a legacy and college. Well done. $2.50 


Rebruery—ts~  Abettortof 
Brophy, John GENTLEMAN OF STRATFORD C.prd 4 Harper 


A fictional reconstruction of the life of Shakespeare, with the liberties 
taken justifiably and made convincing. Brophy shows real scholarship behind his work, 
and there is an authentic note in the details of time and place and customs and con- 
temporaries. It is rather interesting to find a new interpretation put upon the son- 
nets, with the division into three types, - those written to order at the behest of 
Southampton's family, when Shakespeare was indebted to Southampton for financial back- 
ing; those written in romantic vein under the lure of the mysterious masked lady in 
white and scarlet; those written to the dark lady, who made him disillusioned and 
bitter. Into this pattern, too, Brophy fits the heroines of the plays, making their 
originals parallel the two women of the sonnets. Authority for this? Perhaps as 
good as authority for other theories of his Tove life. The man deduced from the facts 
is a vital and convincing figure. The book makes easy reading, in spite of the de- 
liberate use of Anglicisms of the period. skilful interpolation of critical comment, 
from the hero himself. $2.50 


Terhune, Albert Payson LOOT! v- /y 6 Harper 


Adolescent adventure in the story of a young reporter who returns to a two- 
by-four home town to run the local newspaper, as a reform sheet, and to drive out the 
gang of corrupt grafters controlling the community. In the ring is the brother of 
the girl he loves, but nonetheless, Hildreth strikes out at corruption, even to un- 
earthing a dope ring. No whirlwind, this attempt on the part of the famous collie 
chronicler, to get out of the pigeonhole into which his public has put him. $2.00 


Van Doren, Mark WINDLESS CABINS Fo brane 2 > Holt 


A strange book, with an elusive eerie quality to it which lends it a defin- <™~ 
ite distinction, but which circumscribes its potential popularity. The lettmotif of 
the book is based on a line from Shakespeare - "In time we hate that which we often 
fear." This is substantiated through the boy, Ray, and the girl, Lucy, living ina 
mid-western hamlet. He helps in atourist camp; she lives alone with a brooding Cass- 
andra-like aunt, her childhood marred first by terror of her father, then of her aunt. 
Then comes a suave easterner, and Lucy finds new cause for fear, which Ray, in his 
time, turns to hate. Accidentally, Ray is responsible for the man's death. But he 
is not found out - until he confesses his crime to Lucy. Their love is enough to sur- 
mount the fear, and they go on together. An unusual story, and a holding one, written 
with perceptiveness and sympathy - and the lyric quality one expects from the author. 


$2.50 
A 
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WITH APOLOGIES WE INCLUDE THESE LATE COMERS 
Leonard, Oscar ONE HOUSE CONTAINS US Liveright 


NOT for public libraries - or for conservatives - or, in fact, for many 
whose feelings are easily lacerated. Pretty lascivious - this story of Nicolin, mai- 
adjusted relic of post-war Rumania, poor, embittered, unsuccessful. Gregory, a school 
chum, took him on as a secretary, and Nicolin became his very active "ghost" — turning 
out the speeches which the political machine demanded for its fascistic activities. 
Nicolin fell violently in love with his chief's wife - and failed to prove his viril- 
ity in ignominious fashion. The husband meantime was busy elsewhere, with seduction, 
physical and political. Nicolin wasted away to death; the neglected wife found sat- 
isfaction on her own, and Gregory built bigger and better fascistic organization. 

$2.00 


Townend, W.. THE RESCUE OF CAPTAIN LEGGATT Morrow 


This is a readable story that holds the interest from first page to last, 
but I can't quite see it as the important book the publishers claim. The long arm 
of coincidence almost breaks in the process of getting all the important people to- 
gether at the psychological moment, even if that must be in mid-Atlantic. But a lot 
can be excused if the result is as interesting as this. Captain Leggatt is a middle- 
aged conservative, with his life controlled by love of the wife who died by a German 
mine in the last war, and by his hatred of the Germans and all they stand for. He 
has two daughters and a very attractive second wife, but his daughters don't quite 
fit the picture he has of them and he places the blame, not on his own intolerance, 
but on his wife's youth and inability to control her step-daughters. Everything 
comes to a head almost simultaneously, and he has to readjust his whole life pattern 
to the new requirements, even if that demands accepting the inadmissable, acknowl- 
edging that even Germans have their points, and realizing that he really loves the 
wife he had scorned. Bitter pills -— but the fact that he can take themshows his 
fundamental quality. 3 $2.50 


Baird, Irene WASTE HERITAGE: A Novel of Western Canada Random House 


A story of the “lost boys" of Canada, the wasted generation growing up to 
the impossibility of getting jobs and to a civilization that thrusts them aside. It 
is a stirring and powerful indictment of the situation as it stands - but offers no 
cure. It simply tells the story of three weeks in the lives of two youths, - one a 
youth who has come in "on the rods" — the other a lad whose run-in with the police 
has resulted in a vicious attack from which he barely escapes. It is another case 
of George and Lenny (Of Mice and Men) - the smaller man protecting the big weakling, 
as Matt and Eddy pal up. Matt is ambitious; he sees the purpose back of the beginn- 
ings of organization; he resents the buckling under to the offer made after three 
weeks' of sit-down strikes and waiting - but even in the organization there is no job 
for him. Then comes the end; in protecting Eddy once more from his imbecile actions, 
Matt runs foul of a policeman, and signs his own death warrant, and Eddy's life is 
snuffed out. Two lost lives - wasted man power. The setting is presumably Vancouver 
and Victoria. The story is too universal a one, in different parts of the world, to 
be localized. The bock lacks the rare combination of challenge with tenderness and 
humor and pathos that makes Steinbeck so great a master. But it is a book for thought- 
ful consideration. $2. 50 


POCKETBOOKS adds 


R.L. Stevenson TREASURE ISLAND P.G. Wodehouse JEEVES 
R.AeJ, Walling THE CORPSE WITH THE Lytton Strachey ELIZABETH AND 
FLOATING FOOT ESSEX 


John O'Hara APPCINTMENT IN SAMARRA Benjamin Franklin's AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
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ORDER YOUR TYPE OF THRILLER - HERE THEY COME 


January 3 








Stout, Rex OVER MY DEAD BODY Farrar & Rinehart 


This isn't quite up to par, for this time Nero Wolfe's perceptions are a 
bit dimmed by the rearing up of a ghost in the family cupboard. But Balkan spy rings, 
thievery, murder and pretty good melodrama play ducks and drakes with his program of 
beer and orchids. And Nero Wolfe is always good entertainment. $2.00 


January 4 e 
Huxley, Elspeth THE AFRICAN POISON MURDERS Harper 


* C.I.D. Officer Vachell, on government business concerning Nazi activities 
on the African East Coast, runs into a case replete with horrors of blood lust, native 
poison, neighborly hatreds, malicious gossip among the whites and two deaders... He 
misses death from the killer twice, and sews up all the loose ends, including romance. 


$2.00 ~~ 


January 10 
Popkin, Zelda TIME OFF FOR MURDER Lippincott 


Mary Carner (remember Death Wears a White Carnation), department store de- 
tective in New York, follows through on the disappearance of her friend, trails with 
the police when it proves to be murder, and is completely enmeshed when two more 
killings come along. In spite of danger to her own life, she leads the police to 
the killer and higher-up in gang life. Doesn't bear too close inspection, but good 
time-passer. $2.00 







/ 






January 24 










Wells, Carolyn MURDER ON PARADE Lippincott 








Rock~bottom Wells, even her addicts wont bite (or so we should think). An- 
other Fletcher Stone, but he more inactive than ever, when beautiful young girl, whose 
husband has disappeared in air flight, marries for money ~- moves to a haunted house, 
with a local witch as neighbor, and two murders follow in quick succession. $2.00 








January 26 










Echard, Margaret STAND IN FOR DEATH Doubleday, Doran 7 





* Murder in Hollywood and a good yarn. A singing star's stand-in is killed Be og 
and all clues point to a lady radio commentator, sworn enemy of the star. There's wi y» @ 
a hurdle in the spiritual connection of the two central characters, but the lines of ' 
investigation develop neatly, and the payoff is almost worth the few flaws. $2.00 


February 1 ra 


5 
Oppenheim, E. Phillips GENERAL BESSERLEY'S SECOND PUZZLE BOX Little, Brown 







S Grade school variety with Oppenheim trimmings, in story of an ex-soldier | 
and diplomat, silver-tongued helper-outer and fixer-upper, still on the Riviera and 

still playing ducks and drakes with dukes and snakes and getting embroiled in other J 

people's messes, gambling, love gone wrong and what have you. $2.00 
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February 2 
Lomax, Bliss THE LEATHER BURNERS Doubleday, Doran 


Good fun for the Western fan. Rainbow Ripley and Grumpy Gibbs head for 
Nevada to break up some cattle rustling. Working from the enemy camp, they provide 
the victims with correct information so that they can secure the means for breaking 


up the nefarious gangs. $2.00 


Merwin, Sam Jr. MURDER IN MINIATURES Doubleday, Doran 


Young Troop, head of a New York advertising firm, lands in plenty of trou- 


.ble when he inherits his Russian titles. It adds up to three murders, the theft of 


his collection of toy soldiers, complications with the Soviet embassy, and a romance 
which untangles itself in the end. Away to a bad start, this picks up as it gets 
under way, and makes good entertainment for the inveterate mystery fan. $2.00 


Footner, Hulbert SINFULLY RICH 4-4 ' Harper 


More footwork than brainwork when Mike Speedon, Winchell-Beebe combine, 
chases around to solve the murder of socialite-millionairess old ladyWare. Her 
gigolo-fiance, devious household servants, her lawyer, her secretary-—companion, all 
are suspect. The setting is New York, there's a red herring in the form:of a rob- 


bery. But all in all it isn't too much of a puzzler. $2.00 
February 7 Pf 
Halliday, Brett THE PRIVATE PRACTICE OF MICHAEL SHAYNE Holt 


This is one of the toughies, somewhat akin to the Perry Mason stories, but 
in need of a bit of smoothing of rough edges. The much beglusged Michael Shayne has 
another murder case on his hands, and does once more a bit of fixing of evidence. 

He takes a few beatings from some plug-uglies. And there's a neat bit of blackmail 
But he gets what he's after - and the indications are that he gets the 


involved. 
girl, too. $2.00 — 
Mersereau, John MURDER LOVES COMPANY ¥. Lippincott 


Some moments of fun for an averagely good yarn, in the story of four crimes 
staged at the Golden Gate Exposition in California. There's a tie-up with the olive 
trees on Treasure Island, and a horticulture professor, trying to impress a news— 
paper woman, eets his fingers well into the pie composed of a lost ikon, a Russian 
princess, a wealthy yacht owner, his theatrical wife, a racetrack tout, the ex-owner 
of the olive trees, a Scotch police inspector, and passed-up classes. But he gets 


the criminal - and he gets the girl. $2.00 
February 21 (ore f tin 

Christie, Agatha AND THEN THERE WERE NONE Dodd, Mead" my 

** This ran in the §.E.P. and resulted in more demands for the story in book 


form than ever recorded. Well, here it is and it is a honey. Imagine ten people, 
not knowing each other, not knowing why they were invited on a certain island house- 
party, not knowing their hosts. Then imagine them dead, one by one, until none re- 
mained alive, nor any clue to the murderer. Grand suspense, a unique trick, expert— 


ly handled. s $2.00 
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NON-FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 


January 2. |-—~ 
Hughes, Rupert ATTORNEY FOR THE PEOPLE Houghton, Mifflin 


Important (a) because of the talk of the possible candidacy of Dewey in the 
coming election; (b) because Rupert Hughes' name will give it a popular appeal. Act- 
ually, the book is as obvious a political build-up book as could be well conceived, 
granted Dewey's own high character, and Hughes' reputation. There is not much em- 
phasis on the personal or human side, simply a background chapter on his Republican ee 
inheritance and traditions, his coming to the east from Michigan, his start in law. — 


But his political career as D.A. is handled in minute detail-all laudatory, $2.75 
January 30 Pte 
Ballou, Jenny PERIOD PIECE Houghton, Mifflin 


The Life and Times. of Ella Wheeler Wilcox 


* (Reported under the title of American Success Story - 10/15/39; postponed 
from 11/14/39 to this date). The biography of a vivid, vulgar personality and a 
"sub-literary" talent, whose writings, which were openly "heart not art", had an 
enormous appeal, She rocketed into notoriety with the publication of Poems of Pas- 
sion. Always in need of money, blind to her own limitations, rigid in her determina- 
tion to be "queen” of any gathering, Ella Wheeler Wilcox makes entertaining material 

for an unorthodox biography. The stress is on her writings, with lavish quotations ( 
from prose and poetry. She exploited herself, she sought love and adulation, she 

used personal sentiments as material for her writing. Ballou calls her a “bad major 

poet" whose influence, in the way of half truths, muddled thinking and bad writing 

was accepted wholeheartedly by her public. She admits that there was a certain dig- 

nity behind her work and that now and again she struck a true spark of real feeling. 

Incredible as a story, the biography is skilfully handled, adroitly embellished. It 

is the story of a vogue that is outmoded. But itS chance for sale is far wider than 

the limitations of those to whom her name already means something, for the book is 

grand entertainment. Try for the Passtonate Victorian: Fanny Kemble biography market. 





Illustrated. $3.00 tl 
February 2 

Smith, Lady Eleanor LIFE'S A CIRCUS Doubleday, Doran 

* A popular novelist turns to her own life story for inspiration and makes of 


it colorful reading, which all her followers in fiction will particularly enjoy for 

the sidelights it gives on the background for her books. It is a rebel's life, as 

even in childhood, she broke with traditions, followed her interests in gypsies, in Ss Meat 
the circus, in ballet, horses, etc. She was expelled from schools, dogged by scandad © 

for her unorthodox behavior, for the lively temperament inherited from her unpredict-— 

able father, Lord Birkenhead, of whom she gives many amusing pictures. She pursued 
whatever caught her fancy, journalism, circus publicity, novel writing, which ulti- 

mately brought her fame. There are few famous names, or gossipy bits about liter- 

ary or theatrical lights, but there are stories of the gypsies and the circus folk, 

and entertaining footnotes to her own development. An original and entergaining a ( 
book, particulariy in the account of the years before fame touched her. From that << 
point on, the interest lags - she was no longer the eccentric, the gypsy. $2.75 
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AND THESE SHOULD "PLACE" 


I CONFESS, by Benjamin Gitlow (Dutton), well timed for catching public interest; 
EUROPE DOWNSTREAM by the English journalist, Leonard Mosley (Doubleday, Doran); and 
a dark horse autobiography, THE CONVENT, by Alyse Simpson (Knopf). See below for 
reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


January 4 Y 


Bradford, Roark JOHN HENRY: A Play Harper 


(Postponed from December dating - reported 11/1/39). A lyrical play built 
on the legendary figure of the Negro, Paul Bunyan, river man, "natchal cotton rollin’ 
man". Good Mississippi and Louisiana material, with an authentic feel in the rhyth- 
mical, colorful use of group singing and Negro spirituals. Paul Robeson is to play 





the leading part, and there are 8 photographs of the Albert Johnson stage sets. $2.50—~ 


Carpenter, H. G. THE LETTERS OF AN INVESTMENT COUNSEL Harper 
To Mr,-and Mrs. John Smith 


This is not a substitute for going to an expert, but a marshalling of the 
factors and the elements which make it advisable to use an investment counsel. A 
series of letters on the basic principles of investment, on how to select good ad- 
visors, on misconceptions that are common, on different types and classes of invest— 
ment accounts, such as a $5,000 fund of a young married couple, a $25,000 fund of a 
prosperous young business man, and so on. There's a sincerity and a homely simplic-~ 
ity in the manner of writing that indicates an honest and sane approach to the sub- 


ject, but the author - while occasionally specific, tends to generalities. $2.50 
January 10 
Gitlow, Benjamin I CONFESS — Dutton 


The Truth About American Communism 


It seems to be the vogue to turn on one's former associates with invect— 
ives in print:- witness Krivitsky, Moley, even Rauschnig. Here is another contri- 
bution, — Mr. Gitlow, one of the founders of the Communist Party in America, is in a 
pecularly strategic position to tell all, with knife aimed at many backs. His de- 
tailed account of personal rivalries, factional disputes, individuals (Browder, Law, 
Foster and others), and the links between the U. S. and Russia all presented in a 
pretty scathing indictment. A pretense at objectivity tones down the style, so that 
it seems quiet and straightforward. A sure candidate for popularity with the ultra 


conservatives, but a definitely biased book from the middle of the road. $3.75 
January 12 i 
Aikman, Duncan THE ALL-AMERICAN FRONT Doubleday, Doran 


Latin~America - and the problem, Are we going to have 120 million foes or 
friends, and how can we change our viewpoint in order to insure their being friends? 
He studies Latin America (the Caribbean, Mexico, Central America, Panama, South 
America) through differentiation of geography, climate, history, economics, social 
attitudes, culture, business practice, politics, etc. He discusses the reason for 
dictators. He analyzes the changing viewpoint toward Hitlerism; the general atti- 
tude toward foreign influence, the antagonism toward the U. S. and the imperative 
need of understanding as a basis of better relations. $3.00 
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January 15 Y 
Ciardi, John HOMEWARD TO AMERICA Holt 


Poems of America, modern in feeling and technique, about various parts of 
America, the mid-west, the city, points here, points there. Parts of it are good, 
there's a strength of thought and phrase, but occasionally his modernisms are strained 
forced to the point of artificiality. A few topical poems, on contemporary issues, 


beneath it all a liberal awareness of contemporary ills. $1.50 
January 25 
Dorn, Walter L. COMPETITION FOR EMPIRE 1740-1763 Harper 


An additional volume in the survey, The Rise of Modern Europe, this time 
covering the years in which the competitive state system of Europe began to function, 
and in which were laid the constitutional structures of the principle countries of 
Europe. Chronological approach and division of history into national histories is 
abandoned in an effort to focus attention upon larger forces common to the whole of 
European civilization. Two great wars, fought not only in Europe but in America and 
India belong in this period, and are handled not as narrative of incidents, but as 
closely linked with the dynamics of the 18th century state. Dorn handles very suc- 
cessfully the Age of Reason, the relationship of the Enlightenment to other forces 
operative at the time. College market primarily. $3.75 ae 


January 26 
Mosley, Leonard O. EUROPE DOWNSTREAM Doubleday, Doran 
* With clarity, precision and objectivity, Mosley, British foreign corres- 


pondent, traces the course of events in Europe as witnessed by himself and his wife, 
in the two and more years since their marriage. The emphasis is on what actually 
happens, rather than on the views of other witnesses, though one gets thumbnail 
sketches of leading figures on the European stage. With his finger on the pulse, 
Mr. Mosley seemed always able to keep one jump ahead, and so be on the spot when 
things began to happen (too much so at times, for his own and his wife's comfort). 
So often was he right that one takes his prognostications about Hitler's successor, 
who will be Himmler and not Goering, in Mosley's opinion, with some measure of ser- 
fous consideration. His story encompasses not only the Czecho-Slovakian and Spanish 
debacles, but the steps leading up to the fall of Danzig and the conquest of Poland, 
and the linking up of Naziism and Stalinism. There is enough color and enough human 


interest to give spice to the telling, but the book is less personal than most of 
the journalist stories of the past years. $2.75 — 
January 30 se 


a 


Peck, Graham THROUGH CHINA'S WALL — Houghton, Mifflin 


This too was reported earlier, 10/1/39, when the book was scheduled for 
Fall publication. A colorful, dramatic account of a year spent in China by an art-— 
ist who had an infinite curiosity about the country, its ways and its people. Un- 
comfortably he sensed the growing infiltration of Japan, during the period he spent 
in Peking; he escaped it for a time as he went out on the Gobi Desert, as he stayed 
in Mongol camps, and then once more he met it in Mongolia, in Shanghai. He went up 





a 
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the Yangtze River, he stayed in Chingking, which he visualizes as the center of the 

new China of the South, he traveled by motor, on horseback, on donkey back, by 

Steamer, by sampan. He visited cities and villages and plains. He drank in the 

old and the new. He saw the people at close quarters. And he painted a vivid pic- Ps: 
ture of a China that is no more. Illustrated by the author. $3.50 


January 2 Y c 


Taylor, Deems THE WELL TEMPERED LISTENER Simon & Schuster | 


Material drawn from his popular radio talks, from 1937-39, revised, polish- 
ed, and added to. He has used some material from correspondents to point up certain 
things he wishes to present. And he has broken the subjects down into (1) discussion 
of music, of artists, of composers; (2) discussion of performance and interpretation; 
(3) discussion of hearers, whether radio listeners, critics or symphony audiences. 
Includes a great deal of material on music and composers, with nice bits of writing, 
anecdotes, stories. For musical listeners chiefly. $2.50 


—_ — 
J) QALY UA 


Herring, John W. TRAILS TO THE NEW AMERICA Harper 


This is an unusually interesting and novel approach to the problems every- 
one is considering today. A father, attempting to explain his viewpoint to a son 
realizes his own lack of clarity, and sets it down, informally, casually. There's 
a challenge on every page, he leaves himself wide open for argument, but it boils 
down to a sound layman's personal opinion on current conditions, political, social, 
economic, dealing with all sorts of things from taxes to trade problems, from ques— 
tions of public ownership to cooperatives and public works. As author of Adult P. 
Education and Social Planning, his approach carries weight. $2.00 


February & / 
Simpson, Alyse THE CONVENT Knopf 


Though with a somewhat fictional tone, this has the indubitable mark of 
authentic autobiography, and is remarkable as presenting convent life as it appears, ; 
at first hand. It is the story of a Swiss girl of twenty in a small town who for | %, 
rather nebulous reasons determines to enter a convent. This is the record of her 
year there, a year in which she attempts in all sincerity to convince herself of a 
vocation, And here is an extremely simple, graceful portrait of life behind the 
walls, the endless persecution of the flesh, fasts, rigorous diets, the gradual 
transformation of young girls into ill-balanced women who nurture repressions, illu- 
sions, fantasies, and gradually break, physically and mentally, with hysteria and 
tuberculosis rampant. It is a discomfitting book destroying as it does the illusion 
that these women attain the peace they seek. It is a tragic and wholly sympathetic 
appraisal of a world behind bars, with nothing held up to scorn or laughter. Her 








year is enough - she runs away to marry the boy she loved. $2. 50 
Keberery—th— Vratduotr 2 | 
Maurois, Andre THE ART OF LIVING _ Harper 





Pseudo-inspirational discussion of various phases of life, love, marriage, 
family, friendship, thinking, working, leadership, growing old, happiness. Not re- 
duced to the easiest terms, but made readily accessible, with a modicum of philosophy, 
of psychology, and a pot-pourri of opinions from classical writers. One senses 4a bit 
of the platform note in its rhetoric, $2.50 
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SOME LAST MINUTE CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHRISTMAS SELECTION 


Hadfield, John, Ed. THE CHRISTMAS COMPANION Dutton 


English importation and very English in tone, this rather quaint and de- 
lightful collection of verse, humor, essays, stories, anecdotes, games and record 
of old customs - all connected with Christmas and the Christmas season. There's 


classical material and there's new; there are 20 carols with music. Ideal gift. 
$2.00 


Edgerton, Harold E. & FLASH! Hale, Cushman & Flint 


Killian, James R., Jr. Seeing the Unseen by Ultra High- 
Speed Photography 


A spread of this in last week's Life should be a key to this as a sure fire 
attention getter for fans. Put it in a place where people will dip into it, and 
you'll have a sale. Pretty amazing pictures, but not for the amateur, as the equip- 
ment, scientific aspects, etc., are along professional lines. Explains how such 
photography can be of practical use and the fields in which it is important. A 
specialized application but with appeal to any camera fan. $3.00 


Shepherd, Walter SCIENCE MARCHES ON Harcourt, Brace 


Too bad this comes on the heels of other competent attempts at a general 
survey of the field of science for the layman, for this is, perhaps, the easiest 
reading of the lot for the average uninitiate. Without dramatizing too much, 
Shepherd succeeds first in presenting a swift general survey of various aspects of 
science, then in presenting modern findings and their importance in terms that any- 
He combines the two methods, so that one gets not only a pic- 


but a cross section of their inter-relation. (12/28) 
$3.00 


one can understand. 
ture of the individual science, 


Chamberlain, Samuel THE NEW ENGLAND CALENDAR Hastings House 


Photographs selected from the delightful New England series, making a 
beautiful calendar with a photograph for each week and opposite it, a sheet divided 
into sections, morning, afternoon and evening, for ‘each day. Serves double purpose 
of engagement pad and calendar. Good plus sale item. $1.00 


Announcing 


Eagle Editions Houghton, Mifflin 


The plates of the original high-priced editions of these titles have been 
used for this new reprint series. Good-looking books, averaging 5 3/8 by 8 5/8 
inches and attractively bound - the type of book that is an asset to any personal 
library. The titles include ten modern classics, and the prices range from $1.45 
to $5.95. Send to the publishers for sample circular. 


Muraski - THE TALE OF GENJI 

Lowenthal ~ AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MICHEL DE MONTAIGNE 

Beveridge —- LIFE OF JOHN MARSHALL 

Millis - THE ROAD TO WAR and Others 
Agar -— THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE 

Sitwell - VICTORIA OF ENGLAND 

Lowes - THE ROAD TO XANADU 
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LAST MINUTE ARRIVALS cont'd. 


Thomson, Valentine KNIGHT OF THE SEAS Liveright 


Easy reading and highly interesting, reports one enthusiast on the subject. 
of John Paul Jones. The book seems well documented, she continues, and the author 
has had access to unusual material abroad, with the result that the French scene is 
particularly vivid, and the focus seems to be on the French and Russian part of his 
life. Emphasis is on the romance, legendary or real, in Jones’ life, rather than 
on his career as a sea fighter. With lack of precise information about Jones as a 
man, the author has none the less understood and interpreted his character well. 
There are occasional lapses in taste, occasional inaccuracies, unevenness of inter- 
pretation of historical incidents (the Silas Deane affair, for example). But all 
in all, the background is admirably handled. $3.50 


Fraser, Ann HOW'LL YOU HAVE YOUR EGGS Loker Raley 


I'm almost afraid to whisper that I don't like eggs, after examining this 
unusual cook-book, and wishing a dozen times that time permitted a trip to the kit- 
chen and an experiment pronto. It is a book for experts, not for the amateur who 
knows how to boil, poach and try an egg, but trembles at thought of an omelet. Noth- 
ing is omitted ~- every variety under every heading that can be imagined, down to 


desserts, sauces and garishments. Bound in washable, greaseproof binding. $1.00 
Gerhardi, William THE ROMANOVS Putnam 
* Gerhardi does nothing in the routine way, and so it is no surprise to find 


this a most uncannical historical approach to the Romanovs. He telescopes his ma- 
terial, starting and ending with Nicholas II, presenting the highlights and then 
turning back the pages to get at the roots of the whys and wherefores. The result 
is good reading, stimulating to intelligence and imagination. $5.00 


Browne, Charles THE GUN CLUB DRINK BOOK Scribner 


He'd better take a tip on humor from the famous Browns of the many cook 
books, for thts. Browne strikes me as a snob of the first water. He disdains so many 
of our established American customs in drinking, looks down his nose at cocktails, 
of course, and assumes the acceptance of a social code in this matter of knowing the 
vintages, etc. However, for those that share his opinion, here is a comprehensive 
book on malt liquors, distilled liquors, wines, cocktails, punches and wine in cook- 
ery, with an exhaustive list of wines and their years. $2.50 


Underill, Reuben L. FROM COWHIDES TO GOLDEN FLEECE Stanford Univ. Press 


This should have a good sale on the Coast, for the biographer of Thomas 0. 
Larkin has told his story against a vivid background of California's early history, 
the borderline period between Mexican occupancy and ownership and statehood under 
the American flag. It is a story composite of much that has gone into the making of 
California. There are interesting sidelights on many of the leading figures of the 
period, on incidents that assume new stature, on personalities and events that dif- 
fer from the usual interpretation (particularly, Fremont). It is interesting read- 
ing, to those who want to fill in the gaps of their knowledge of the state's story, 
but the author has not succeeded in infusing his material with that vital spark that 
would make it of wide general interest. Perhaps Larkin was a symbol rather than a 
personality; somehow he never quite becomes real. $3.50 
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ADD THESE TO YOUR SPORTING BOOK SUPPLEMENT ( 


ee 


Pfeifer, Friedl, Ed. THE SUN VALLEY SKI BOOK Barnes 


The head instructor of the Sun Valley Ski School contributes a fairly gen- 
eral book on skiing in all its aspects, with superb photographs and rather flippant 
captions. But there's enough factual content back of the flippancy to make it use- 
ful as well as ornamental. Call to attention of customers-Sun-Valley bound. $2.50 


Putnam, Harold, Ed. THE DARTMOUTH BOOK OF WINTER. SPORTS Parnes 


Skiing, skating, winter carnival and all the fixings, mountaineering, win- 
ter camping, etc. Fine photographs, and sound content, based on the data accumul- 
ated by and for The Dartmouth Outing Club. There is a good deal of biographical 
data concerning members, past and present, and what they have contributed to the 
world in the field of winter sports. $3.00 


The Barnes Dollar Sports Library Barnes 


Putnam & Parkinson - Skating & Prager -— Skiing from Book of Winter. Sports. 


E. G. Gallagher ~ Wrestling. The coach of Oklahoma Agricultural and 
Mechanical College has produced this from long experience in training. A book of 
action photographs, showing every phase and aspect of wrestling, in picture and 


caption, standing, bringing to mat, holds, escapes, falls, miscellaneous training, ( 
etc. Each — $1.00 
Spurling, J. & Lubbock, Basil THE ROMANCE OF CLIPPER SHIPS Macmillan ; 


An abridged edition of Sail - Volumes, I, II, III. With 28 plates in color, 
12 in sepia, painted by Spurling. Lubbock contributes brief histories of the ships, 
with notes on their performances and anecdotes of their adventures. An ideal gift 
book for anyone interested in history of sail. $3.50 


RR cnet ind Fgh 


Vernon, Arthur THE HISTORY AND ROMANCE OF THE HORSE Waverly House 


From the horse of the dawn of history, through the horse of mythology and | 
ancient history, to the present, - this is the most thorough and comprehensive vol- , 
ume I have seen. Every phase is included:~ the domestication of the horse, the ‘ 
use of the horse in fighting and sportinz, in chivalry; the gradual introduction of f 
practical use for stage coaches, pony express, and so forth. Then the glamor as- ‘ 
pects, -— hunting and polo and show. Then the working horse; the horses of turf and a 
track; the breeds and strains. Finally, the near relations of the horse, and the 
far. Not a study of individual famous horses but a complete history of the place 
of the horse in civilization. Very elaborately illustrated. A good gift book for 
anyone who likes horses. $3.75 
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; THIS IS IN PLACE OF A CALENDAR - 


S Why not make your own list of recommendations? That is one way 
of getting away from concentration on best sellers. We suggest 
these as candidates for your consideration. 


Author Title Publisher. Page 
Craighead, F. & J. HAWKS IN THE HAND Houghton, Mifflin 371 
Dowdey, Clifford GAMBLE'S HUNDRED Little, Brown 176 
Fast, Howard CONCEIVED IN LIBERTY Simon & Schuster 161 
Finney, C. G. PAST THE END OF THE PAVEMENT Hott 513 
Follett, Muriel NEW ENGLAND YEAR Stephen Daye 494 
Harris, Bernice K. PURSLANE North Carolina Press 193 
Hecht, Ben A BOOK OF MIRACLES Viking 137 
Hurston, Zora Neale MOSES MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN Lippincott 450 
Irwin, Margaret THE BRIDE Harcourt, Brace 388 
_ Liddell, Robert TAKE THIS CHILD Knopf 440 
Marcuse, Ludwig SOLDIER OF THE CHURCH Simon & Schuster 24 
Reiner, Anna FIVE DESTINIES Knopf | 358 
naddian, Townsend JANE WELSH CARLYLE Macmillan 101 
Stewart, George R. DOCTOR'S ORAL Random House 264 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Farrar & Rinehart 


Hanson, Haldore ~ HUMANE ENDEAVOR ~ from 11/13 to 12/7 469 
‘ Jung, Dr. Carl J. - THE INTEGRATION OF THE PERSONALITY ~ from 11/16 to 12/1 404 
i Schoenstedt, W. - THE CRADLE BUILDER ~ from 11/22 to 1/8/40 487 
| Harper 


Beasley, Norman —- HIGH LINES AND SKY LINES ~- from 12/18 to Spring, 1940 





